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redistribution of population in surroundings where normally
constituted people are rarely bored.

No normally constituted individual whose brains have not been
sterilized by protracted adolescence in monastic institutions for
the promotion of a mediaeval outlook needs to be told that for
people who are prosperous enough to have a country cottage
for the week-ends the only problem of leisure is the problem
of using a railway time-table or driving a car. That is why no
educationists whip themselves into a frenzy of evangelical zeal
about teaching the right use of leisure to the rich. It is therefore
plain as a pikestaff that the problem of leisure is partly the prob-
lem of how to do away with poverty and partly the problem of
how to use mobile power as a basis of population planning in
the hydroelectric age.

In every branch of education where this pestilential nonsense
distracts attention from the compelling task of spreading know-
ledge which would show us how to make more leisure in con-
genial surroundings available to people who can enjoy themselves
without the assistance of dedasst dons and metropolitan misfits,
its only effect is to prevent people from discovering for them-
selves means of enjoyment suited to their individual needs. The
few who are not capable of doing so need the services of an
expert psychiatrist. The reason why we tolerate the busybodies
who claim to know what tunes we should be allowed to hum
in our baths is that psychology is still a very young science. While
it remains so, headmasters and principals of training colleges, if
wholly devoid of constructive educational ideas, can cash in on
public ignorance about the nature of human satisfactions by
starting a hue and cry for teaching musical appreciation to boys
and girls who cannot do their home lessons without the dis-
traction of the radio set. Members of the governing board can
then go off to their dubs and say that the twentieth century is the
century of the child.

All of us have been victims of this right-use-of-leisure quackery
at some stage in the educational process. As a boy, I had no
difficulty in amusing myself when left to my own resources, I